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PARENT CHILD PRESCHOOLS OF OREGON  •  February, 2007

Parent Child Preschools of Oregon
2007 Early Childhood Education 

and Parenting Conference
Strengthening Families from the Inside Out: 
Parenting & Teaching Well in a Media Age

Keynote Address by Gloria DeGaetano 
Saturday, March 10

Athey Creek Middle School, 2300 SW Borland Road, West Linn, OR
Morning and Afternoon Workshops, Vendors

Catered box lunches available $7.00, advance purchase only.
Registration 8:15 - 9:00 • PCPO School Members: (group fee paid) $15 

or $22 at door • PCPO School Members: (group fee not paid) $22 or $29 at 
door • Individual Members and Alumni $22 (or $29 at the door) • General 

Public $39 or $46 at the door
Advance ticket requests due by March 2, 2007; see your PCPO school 

representative or contact
PCPO Conference Registration 
c/o Lisa Ramage
18891 Atlanta Dr., Oregon City, OR 97045

Registration form obtained online at www.oregonpreschools.org
More information? PCPO at 503-293-6161

Please Note: This is a special learning time for parents. We love children, or 
we wouldn’t be here! In order for everyone to hear and learn from the speakers, 

please do not bring infants or children to the conference. Thank you.

Gloria DeGaetano, author of multiple 
books on media’s influence on children 
and families, and host of a nationally 
rated radio show speaks nation-wide 
on issues related to parenting well in a 
media society. Ms. DeGaetano, consid-
ered an industry leader, has appeared 
on NPR’s Fresh Air and special televi-
sion documentaries for ABC and the 
Canadian Broadcast Corporation. She 
addresses such questions as: How can 
parents make life-affirming decisions in 
the midst of an entertainment industry 
which peddles nihilism to our children? 
What paradigm shifts are needed to 
support parents in raising children well 
in a screen-saturated world? What is 
the vision we collectively hold for the 
American family and how can we get 
there?

A leading expert in child development 
and brain research, Gloria produced the 
nation’s first parent educational video 
and training for early childhood educa-
tors on Healthy Brain Development in a 
Media Age.

A nationally recognized author, Glo-
ria’s books include: Parenting Well in a 
Media Age, Screen Smarts: A Family Guide 
to Media Literacy, Stop Teaching Our Kids 
to Kill: A Call to Action Against TV, Movie, 
and Video Game Violence, Television and the 
Lives of Our Children and Media Smarts 
for Young Folks.

A respected voice for children and 
parents, Gloria’s ideas and articles have 
appeared in numerous publications 
including McCall’s Magazine, Parenting 
Insights, Seattle’s Child, Portland Parent, 
Eastside Parent, American Baby Magazine, 
The Boston Globe, Committee for Children 
Newsletter, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics Newsletter, and Catholic Faith 
and Family Magazine.

An innovative industry leader, Gloria 
has been interviewed on many national 

radio shows, including NPR’s Fresh Air 
and featured in television documenta-
ries produced by ABC and the CBC.

Gloria is the host of her own popular 
radio show, Parent Appreciation Radio, 
which airs each Saturday at 11 a.m. (Pa-
cific time) on KKNW 1150AM, alterna-
tive talk radio

About Gloria’s Keynotes, 
Workshops, and Courses

“Gloria’s workshop was so well 
received, we had a deluge of requests 
afterward and set up a tour for her 
throughout our state programs.” —Cari 
Olmstead, director, Federal Region X, Head 
Start Programs

“Gloria’s presentations were a signifi-
cant gift to our collective future.” —Mi-
chael Eichman, director, Yamhill County 

Head Start, McMinnville, OR
“Your discussion of brain function and 

development was eye-opening, clear, 
concise, and full of information which 
provoked more comments and discus-
sion than I have ever heard expressed 
by an audience. Your knowledge and 
concern about media violence, stereo-
typing, self-image, and family dynam-
ics and your sensitive and empathetic 
presentation has deeply affected those 
who were present on those evenings, 
as well as the many who later viewed 
your talks on our local cable television 
network. We have placed a videotape of 
these evenings in our library collection 
and have been amazed at how word 
has traveled about your first-rate pre-
sentations.” —Penelope Wright, program 

coordinator, Rogers Memorial Library, 
Southampton, NY

About Gloria’s Books
“Screen Smarts is an excellent ‘survival 

kit’ for parents and teachers … If media 
literacy isn’t taught,we’re going down 
the tubes in short order. Screen Smarts 
gives us the reasons and the tools to 
cope with these powerful influences 
in children’s lives and prevent such a 
slide.” —Jim Trelease, author of The Read-
Aloud Handbook

“Gloria’s books and manuals are al-
ways so well-researched and supported. 
They provide an untapped area for seri-
ous consideration for our children and 
their future.” —Dr. Alberta Thyfault, Pro-
gram Director, Special Education, Central 
Washington University

“Not only is Parenting Well in a Media 
Age accessible and fascinating, it pro-
vides the in depth research and analysis 
the average parent needs but never has 
the time to do. If your kids watch TV, 
have Gameboys, do the Xbox or live in 
the US during the 21st Century, this book 
will help tremendously! Read it yourself, 
then give it to your kids’ teachers! The 
brain research information alone will 
inspire and enlighten them! As a teacher 
myself, I can see the impact of the media 
on the students with whom I work. This 
book will help me as both a parent and 
a teacher.” —Michael Danielson, Seattle, 
WA

“Whether you are a new parent or an 
old parent or not a parent at all, if you 
are concerned about incivility, consum-
erism, and violence in modern society 
you need to read this book. If you are 
not concerned, you really need to read 
Parenting Well in a Media Age.” —Craig 
Anderson, Ph.D., Chair Dept. of Psychology 
and researcher, Iowa State University

Do yourself a favor. Surf the web 
about Gloria DeGaetano - there is little 
but praise for her approach to media, 
children and parenting. Then attend 
PCPO’s Early Childhood Conference, 
and see for yourself why the praise is 
warranted.

Edited from a newsletter article by 
Marty Peterson from Multnomah 
Playschool Newsletter archives

… I want to make [a point regarding] 
the impact of screen viewing (TV, mov-
ies, video games, etc.) on the play and 
creativity of children. Dramatic play is 
an important developmental process 
for young children. This form of play 
is not only emotionally rewarding for 
the children involved, it is also a step 
on the developmental pathway towards 
literacy. It involves the imagination of 
the child and is a dynamic and inter-
active process. The use of symbols in 
children’s play prepares them for the 
future use of symbols necessary for the 
acts of reading and writing. Play also 
provides children with rich opportuni-
ties to create their own “worlds” – craft-
ing and narrating their own drama. The 
more experiences a child has in their 

bing our children of their imagination 
and stealing their childhood innocence.  
They become locked into a “script” 
written by someone else – someone 
who does not have their best interest at 
heart- and they lose their inner ability 
to create their own images.

To use the images that they have seen 
as a starting point for their play is a 
good thing. When kids view these im-
ages, they need to play about them in 
order to make some sense of them and 
to develop a sense of mastery and safety. 
Kids will use “war play” as a metaphor, 
as a tool that will help them deal with 
frightening images. It gives them a way 
to feel strong and powerful.  In order 
for it to do the positive things it can 
for kids, it needs to be play, however, 
and not “imitation.” Play is fluid and 
it has a dynamic quality to it. There is 

early years, the more fodder for their 
internal world – the more they have 
opportunities to develop their internal 
ability for “image making”.  A child 
with this rich context will step out of 
the early childhood years into elemen-
tary school armed with deep reservoirs 
of ideas to draw upon when asked to 
write, tell stories, etc.

We undermine our children’s access 
to this internal world and the ability to 
create their own scripts when we allow 
them too much access to the world of 
contemporary media.  

There is a difference between play 
(which all children need in order to 
fully develop) and imitation.  I am 
seeing more of the kids in Multnomah 
PlaySchool locked into imitating what 
they view on the screen. These games 
and movies and TV shows and all of 
the related toys and products are rob-
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In Defense of Limiting Media Influence:
On Supporting Your Child’s Development




